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NEWS RELEASE  

 

Inkerman steams into Centenary events  

 

An old steam whistle used to signal the start and finish of scheduled breaks for 

Inkerman Mill employees will be back in service next week to mark the site’s Centenary. 

 

Inkerman’s first crushing season started in August 1914, although the actual date is 

proving to be a mystery. 

 

Inkerman Site Manager Ken Mackney said newspaper records from the time suggested 

the mill’s trial crush was expected to start on 21 August.  

 

“The next mention of Inkerman after that date is on 29 August,” Mr Mackney said. 

 

“That article indicates the mill had been crushing for a few days, so we’re not sure 

exactly when the first season started. 

 

“But if someone can prove when we actually started, it would be great to hear from 

them.” 

 

Inkerman’s inaugural season saw some 63,160 tonnes of cane crushed at a rate of 40 

tonnes per hour. 

 

Inkerman employees will gather for a BBQ breakfast next Thursday to mark the mill’s 

Centenary. 

 

“We’ve had the steam whistle given a good polish and will use it to signal all breaks on 

dayshift on Thursday and Friday,” Mr Mackney said. 
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“It’s much louder than the current electric system, so the workforce will have no trouble 

hearing it.”  

 

Further Centenary celebrations are planned for next month and will be open to the 

public. 

 

“We will be holding a formal ceremony at the mill on 26 September and a dinner that 

night,” Mr Mackney said. 

 

“We’re expecting a number of past site managers and other management team 

members to return to the Burdekin for the events.” 

 

Wilmar Sugar has also increased its sponsorship of this year’s Home Hill Harvest 

Festival to coincide with Inkerman’s Centenary year. 

 

Mr Mackney said although Inkerman’s trial crushing season in 1914 was a success, the 

mill sat idle the following year due to drought. 

 

“Any cane which survived in 1915 was transported to Pioneer Mill to be crushed,” he 

said. 

 

“The mill resumed crushing in 1916 and has crushed every season since – crushing 

one million tonnes of cane for the first time in 1974 and two million tonnes in 2011.” 
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